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Highway 7 backers want more

EIJIRO KAWADA; The News Tribune

After a dozen years of planning, the state is ready to begin improvement projects this summer on Highway 7 through
Parkland and Spanaway.

This major highway, locally known as Pacific Avenue South, isn't pedestrian-friendly. People often try to cross the five-lane
road and get trapped in the center turn lane. Drivers pull in and out of the highway pretty much wherever they want to.

"It's a mess of traffic,” said Parkland resident Jennifer Wamboldt. "It doesn't allow pedestrian access to any of the economic
centers."

The $9.5 million safety improvement project will add sidewalks, bike lanes, streetlights, storm water drainage and a new
traffic signal system on a five-mile section of the highway between 112th Street East in Parkland and 188th Street East, near
the Roy Y.

Such improvements sound like something everybody in the area would be excited about. However, many residents and
businesses say now is not the time to do them.

The critics are not opposed to the project, but they say the project doesn't go far enough to make the corridor attractive. With
more money, Highway 7 could turn into something more desirable, they say.

"l think the community prefer the project be held off so that there would be money for additional amenities," Wamboldt said.

Local elected officials are working to find an additional $3.2 million to plant trees, install pedestrian lights and put in curbs
and gutters. If the additional money is available, the improvement project might be delayed.

"Right now, pavement goes right to the front doors," said Troy Cowan, project engineer for the state Department of
Transportation.

Compared with similar-sized highways in Washington, Highway 7 is labeled as one of the most dangerous in the state, said
Jeff Moore, operations review engineer for the DOT.

While the state average accident rate for an urban principal arterial is 2.56 accidents per 1 million vehicle-miles traveled,
Highway 7's is 6.41, Moore said. Also, the average daily traffic count for the roadway just north of the Roy Y intersection has
nearly doubled in the past two decades, from 20,300 vehicles a day in 1983 to 39,000 in 2002.

Yet, businesses also are willing to wait on the improvement project, said Paul Ellis, director for metropolitan development for
the Tacoma Pierce County Chamber of Commerce.

"If we don't do it right, then we'd be foreclosing the potential for the highway for the next 20 years," he said.

If the state carries out the project as scheduled, it would be much more expensive later on to come back and add amenities,
Ellis said. Without the additional improvements, it would be difficult to attract large investment to the sprawling Parkiand-
Spanaway corridor, he said.

A state gas tax increase of five cents per gallon that went into effect last year will pay for the current $9.5 million project. The
last upgrade made to the highway was in the 1960s when it was widened from three lanes to five, said Pierce County
Councilwoman Barbara Gelman, whose district includes Parkland and Spanaway.

Gelman too favors putting in additional amenities alongside the state's project. She is working with the state, hoping to win a

http://www.tribnet.com/news/local Page 12 -4886226¢.html 4/13/2004
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$1.2 million grant from the state Transportation Investment Board and $1.9 million in the state's transportation budget next
year.

Gelman said she probably will know in the next 30 days whether the project would receive the additional grant money.

"This is a critical time right now," Gelman said. Highway 7 "is an important link to Frederickson, the port (of Tacoma) and
economic development of the area."

Eijjiro Kawada: 253-597-8633
eijiro.kawada@mail.tribnet.com

How to get involved

*Troy Cowan, the state DOT project engineer for Highway 7 improvements, will visit the monthly meeting of the Parkland
Community Association today. The meeting will begin at 7:30 p.m. at Rainier View Christian Church, 12305 Spanaway Loop
Road.

(Published 12:01AM, April 12th, 2004)
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Burdin Boulevard sidewalk alternative sought
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TIB is scheduled to approve the plans on April 23. Bids for the construction job
are scheduled to be opened May 13. The chosen firm will be announced on
May 18. Work is scheduled to begin in June.

But several complaints prompted Mayor Tammara Byers to make Burdin
Boulevard the main topic of the April 20 city council meeting. She said Grey
and Osborne Engineer Jeff Stevens will be there to take public comments
about the plans and for any possible changes to the street.

The majority of the opposition comes from a plan to build a sidewalk four feet
from the current one along both sides of the street.

At the April 6 Grand Coulee Council meeting, Snyder said the sidewalk would
cost him parking. That's because a city law previously not enforced requires
parallel parking alongside the sidewalk.

It would also cut off access to an alley that runs along the west side of his
building into the back where nine parking spots have been made.

Snyder said the buildings' tenants use the back area for parking and loading.
The head-in parking in front is used for the tenant's clients and overflow parking
from Coulee Community Hospital and other nearby buildings.

Building the sidewalk would cut off most of his parking, he said.
Snyder said he had been not notified of the upcoming council meeting when

http://www.zwire.com/site/news.cfm?n 1013&PAG=461&dept_i... 4/15/2004
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contacted by The Star Monday. Although he's not sure if he's attending, he said
they are stretching the issue of the driveway out too much.

"Either do it or not," Snyder said.

Snyder said he has begun some legal action for possible litigation in the future.
He said he contacted Moses Lake attorney Harold Moberg for a title run to see
what's on the property.

He also plans on hiring a surveyor to find out whether he or the city owns the
property they plan to build the sidewalk on.

The conflict began at a March 2 public forum meeting. Snyder said he was told
he could keep part of the driveway that runs alongside the west side and into
the back of the building open.

There's a PUD box on the west side that separates the driveway. He said he
could choose to keep either the wider side of the box open or the narrower east
side of the box open.

The city later changed the plan to build the sidewalk over the entire driveway
without notifying him, he says.

He said he found out when he went to talk to project engineer Paul Soboleski
about drainage. Snyder said he looked at a map and saw they planned to install
a sidewalk in front of the west side of the building.

The plans showed that could only keep the driveway open on the east side,
which Snyder said is too narrow and he plans to close off.

She said the sidewalk is blocking the driveway there because of safety
considerations. Byers said drivers with long trailers turning from highway 174
into the Burdin Boulevard building pose a risk with the trailer slightly sticking
into the highway.

Snyder disputes that. He said drivers can easily enter and leave the building
without an accident.

And if they keep it a driveway, the water would drain down the slope from the
highway just as well as a sidewalk, he said.

He believes the unexpected change was due to his family name.

Snyder said the hard feelings the city has with his father, Matt, and brother
Wayne led to the plan changes.

Wayne Snyder is the only landowner to not provide an easement for the
pipeline to connect water between Electric City's water supply and Grand
Coulee. Matt Snyder has been fined several times in an effort by the city to
force him to make his Midway Avenue property, the M and M Trailer Sales lot,
into compliance with the city's nuisance ordinance.

Grand Coulee Mayor Tammara Byers strongly denied Milt Snyder's claim. She
said the sidewalks in front of the building are part of the specifications for the
street's improvement to ensure the city receives the TIB grant.

"I'm sorry Mr. Snyder feels that way, " she said of his claims the changes were
due to his name. "It has nothing to do with this."

But he's not the only one connected to the building that opposes the current
plan.

Chiropractor Russell Barnings, a tenant at the building, said cutting off the
street would make it hard for emergency vehicles to maneuver behind the

Page 15
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building.

In addition, the new sidewalk is higher than the threshold of the building, he
said. After a heavy rain or snow melt, the water would seep into the buildings
and damage the interiors.

The city's trying to satisfy the government and they are not taking into
consideration the local community, Barnings said.

He said he has no problem with a city upgrade, "but turning a blind eye to local
taxpayers and business is foolish."

"l don't think it's been well thought out," Barnings said. He would consider
leaving if the sidewalk is put in.

When asked about the Burdin Boulevard affecting businesses, Byers said the
city is business friendly. She said a nice street with sidewalks and drainage
encourages businesses.

Snyder plans to convert a grass field on the east of the building into a parking
lot, as well. Its a $10,000 to $15,000 project, he said, but the building's
occupants and their clients need the parking.

©The Star of Grand Coulee 2004

Reader Opinions
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The Star of Grand Coulee

Mayor outlines plans for city

i By:Stephen Mercer ‘ : April 21, 2004

With a new water source, fire truck, street and a renewed
pursuit of the nuisance ordinance, there's a lot happening in
the city of Grand Coulee this year

With a new water source, fire truck, street and a renewed pursuit of the
nuisance ordinance, there's a lot happening in the city of Grand Coulee this
year.

Grand Coulee Mayor Tammara Byers attended the Grand Coulee Dam Area
Chamber of Commerce luncheon last Thursday to describe the changes.

She talked about the Burdin Boulevard construction, the new class "A" fire
engine for the city's volunteer fire department, the water sharing project with the
town of Electric City and the nuisance ordinance.

The project will connect a pipeline from Electric City's water supply to Grand

1 Coulee. A ceremony to commemorate the beginning of the construction of the

intertie is scheduled to begin at 11 a.m. tomorrow, April 22, at North Dam Park
Byers said the pipeline will run the back way through Delano. So traffic in-
Grand Coulee and Electric City should not be affected during construction, she
said.

The new water source will drop homeowner's insurance rates throughout the
city as well, she said. '

The project's necessary to satisfy the federal Safe Water Drinking Act. The act
allows Grand Coulee to use Electric City's water without filtration because its in
an underground aquifer.

Byers said using the aquifer will keep residents’ operating costs lower than
Coulee Dam's. Coulee Dam was required to build an approximately $4.8 million
slow sand filtration plant and operate it since they don't have an underground
source of water and must use surface water.

She said the intertie also helps Electric City, which will receive payments for the
use of water and for improving wells and pumps.

"We're all going to benefit from this," Byers said.

The water sharing comes after the city spent aimost 20 years saying no to the
federal government's request to comply with the act, Byers said. As a result,
she said, Grand Coulee is now one of two or three cities not to comply.
Hundreds of thousands of dollars were spent trying to find a water source in
Grand Coulee's boundaries, but no aquifer with enough volume was found, she
said. :

Upon deciding on Electric City's aquifer, a couple high-volume pumping tests
were run that showed the aquifer could meet the demand of Grand Coulee’s
water.

Byers said the Burdin Boulevard street project will lead to proper sidewalks and
storm drains. .

The estimated $243,000 project, financed by a state Transporta_hon
Improvement Board grant, will lead to new sidewalks, storm drains and a
repaved road from highway 174 to 2nd Street.

" The Burdin Boulevard work has been scheduled to begin in June.

The need for sidewalks has been disputed by a couple businesses on the
street. They are opposed to the sidewalks requiring parallel parking cutting off

access to other parking. _ » ‘ -
Byers said the city plans to begin strictly enforcing the city's nuisance ordinance

again, including some outstanding citations.

The nuisance ordinance enforces the city's standards for property.

Byers also mentioned the city's new class "A" fire engine. The approximately
$283,000 engine was delivered to the city April 5.

©The Star of Grand Coulee 2004
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Lacey officials get look at new stretch of road
LISA PEMBERTON THE OLYMPIAN

Lacey city and school officials had a sneak peek Monday night of what a half-mile
stretch along Mullen Road near Timberline High School and Lakes Elementary Schoot !
eventually could look like: three lanes with a landscaping strip, sidewalks and a bike
lane.

Now, the section of narrow road gets congested when parents, students and
schoolbuses are trying to turn out of either school onto the busy road. Several
wrecks along the road have occurred when school parking lots overflow and cars
park on the shoulder.

"That particular section of Mullen Road is in desperate need of full improvement,”
Dennis Ritter, the city's Public Works director told city and school officials during a
joint work session.

During the meeting, Ritter announced that the Mullen Road widening project, which
is being planned by city, school and Intercity Transit officials, recently received
confirmation of a.$2.5 million grant from the state's Transportation Improvement
Board.

In addition to state money, the school district wiill pay $900,000, and Lacey has
committed $1.2 million.

No roundabouts were in the architectural sketches presented during the joint work
session. But some people at the meeting joked that there's still time to incorporate
some of the modern Lacey-style landmarks into the design.

Ritter said the changes will help improve pedestrian and traffic safety.

The project is scheduled to be ready for bids by next spring, and under construction
next summer.

Ritter stressed that school and city officials need to continue working closely
together, especially as the district plans capital projects such as parking lots and
other building projects at Timberline High School and Lakes Elementary School.

The city council and school board members meet twice-a-year to discuss areas of
mutuai concern, such as transportation and safety.

During Monday's meeting, officials talked about the Mullen Road widening project
and the impact that the federal No Child Left Behind Act has had on local schools.

Thg groups also heard a presentation on community diversity issues by Andrew
Griffin of the Thurston Community Network. A

Lisa Pemberton covers education for The Olympian. She can be reached at 360-754-
5445 or at ipembert@olympia.gannett.com.




‘seBueyo aq jiim aiau) ‘ponsosdde si jesodosd synueled §i ueas puy
s "Buip(ing au jo apis au) Bumiy uy saey
syonu) ebie |eronas asneoaq ‘Buiping au) Jo apis 1sea ay) 0} Aljue 8y} 8sofo
0} suejd ay pies JapAug esneoaq ‘ybnoy ‘uaddey Aew sued auy) o JayleN
: ‘Juswalnbal e Jou ‘UoHEpUSLILLCIA)
e A|uo st ples piS0j0qoS “UBIpall Y} JO Bapi aY) PaYIISip Osje §ounod Ao ey
"SPEOJOIIS Y} LM JajuIm au) Uy Ajjeioedsa ‘pinom uejpsiu e pesjuesend
el “juapiooe ue asned pjnom uado Aemoalp ayl Buidsay Aliiun sy ybnouye
pies 8 "uelpatu ay} Yim paasBesip sued 3ol jeiuD ali a9no puels
"oJuljo J8A 8y pue Buipjing
ay} ssaooe 0 sapIyaA abiej 10) eoeds uBnous smojje uejd sy} pies osje aH
Juesd ey uum
10 pied 8q piNoM pue }i UO SI3}08|ja1 SABY PINOM UBIpaW Youl-1yBle 0} -xis ayL
‘ot Bujuing woyy adoad jusaaud 0} uado sAejs apis ey §t
Jauueq sAnoUIsal ueipaw e ut jnd Ao sy} puswiLlooal PInom ay ples Hsojoqos
-Buipiing ayy woJs 1B uIny §snw sIBALp ‘pasn st ‘AemyBiy sy} 0} Jasojd
s|| YoIym ‘ABMaALIP By} JO Pua Jaylo ay) pue Xoq (Nd By} Usamiaq eale ayj J|
- ‘pIes ay Yo} pue 181 win} pINoo oyjel ueyy ‘usdo yaj st Buipiing
ay) pue xog AN otand Aluno) jueld e uaamiaq Aemanlp jo uottod au |
-s9oiyaA Buiyxa 1o} suoldo om) aneb usy) 8H
*pIEs 1H{S0|0q0S ‘SIDIUSA JO UOHEINIID
SSIMYO0[0-18)UNCY 10} Uado Ae)s pIND BpIS 1SaM By Lo AeMaALIp By Jo ped vy
‘Ul win) 0} oyjes Joy uado Aejs pinod Buip|ing au Jo apis ises ay) uo Buiuado uy
*apIs }Sam 3} Jo uoliod e uo JIxe pue
apis Jsea sy} uo BuipiINg By} J8JUD 0} SIBALP Mojje pinom ueid pasodoid ay),
: ‘}i 880| 0} jJuem
~ yusop ays pue juesf g1 1s1y 5,40 ay) s} pies aug 1quelb gL ay; eAl@d8) o}
80URYD 1S N1y} SEM )| 9SNBoaq saulapinB | Od ay) pasn Ao ey pies siskg
Aemybiy auy wo.j soue)sip
pue jubis Jo sul| ‘Ajajes ‘pasads Ui 51008} YIYM ‘saulepInG uoljeiodsuel |,
Jo 1de( e)e)s uo paseq ae subjsep 18aJ)s JaYJ0 pue Yemapls ay ]
: 1o8foid auy o} jeaoidde Jo asueyd
1s8q oy Ao ay) sAIB pue Buipiing ay Bujaes| pue Buusius sieAup 10 fajes
 alow amsus pjnom Buipjing ey Jo juod} uj paoeid yjemapis B pies sojogos
‘Anadoid s epAug pue fepndsop Ajtunuiwod 9sjnog 1o} waysAs ebeuielp e pue
sjuapisal s,)90.1s 9y} Jo} sAemaaup paroidwt ase J9a.s suj} 10) sabueys Jayl0
, -*paysiul 918 SUOIIRAOUSI B} UBYM
PEOJ SPIM 100j-FZ B LM }8813S aUj) Jo apis yoea uo Bupjied [9|jesed Joj sjods
apim 100J-)UB1e aq (1M 8oL} ples 8H "suciisenb Jamsue pue josfoid sy} ueidxa
0} Bunsalu oy} papusye ‘wioqso pue Ae1 Jo Piss|0qos ned Jesuibul josfoid
"[lom s ‘Ol AteusiaA sy} SSSIE (|1 pinod srony Ja|iel; ebe
‘Bulp|ing ay} sseode Aisea pinod sxonu Alaaiep pue asay) yed
pinoo syusied Jiay) pue sjuednodo s,Bulpling ay) pres aH ‘sduys Bupyied suiu
pajjeisul sey 8 a1aym ‘oyjel; woly Aeme pue Buipling ay) Jo yoeq ey} ssadoe
PINOD SIALICISND pue s)ueus) ‘uado Aemaaup ayy Buideay Aq pres JepAug
"ptes ay ‘Buipiing ay 0}
JaAnauew 0} BulAly Jajied) B Ujm Sjuspiode o) pes| pinod '19ails v se Yons ‘Jixs
pue asueiua Jajews ‘Jeyjoue Buisn oeq ayi ybnoiy) Buiping Aieuise)en ay)
Buissanoe wioyy sioyel) ebie) jueasid pINOM ABMBALP PaY00|] BU) PIBS IBZUIN
: ‘pres ay ‘Apjoinb .
aAOW 1,ued Asy) aouis ‘oiyjen Bulosuo WoJl JUeapjooe Ue 0} pes)| pinod jey]
“J991IS U} OJUl J{BM PUB S8[D1UaA Jiay) 8ABS| ISnul ‘swajqoid jeaisAyd.
aney usyo oym ‘sjuened siy ‘Bunpied jjjered aynbsi Aay it pres sbuiuieg
‘auo aq pINoo aJay} 1ok sjuspiooe Aue uasq jusAey aisy) ybnouye pies eyg
JHOoM 3] exeW [Im @m, pue saBueyo sy o) isnipe |iim ajdoad ples siadg
-Buipping ey} jo apis Jsam oy} bugixe pue Buusjus

ajdoad Aq pasned g UeD SJUBPIODE Jey) MBIA B} LM pesibesip ay pies JepAug
‘Bunyied aso| os{e |(Im (ejidso Ayunwwio)

29jn09 1n0 pajulod pue juswinbie [elaLl e Bunyby s,A110 sy) pies sieig

o ‘sessaulsnqg sabeinoous

syiemepis pue abeulesp Ulim 18als adju e pies aug ‘Buiaes) sassauisng

0} peaj p|noo j0afoid sy Pjo).UsuM pies s1aAg ‘Ajpueyj ssauisng |ji1s si Ao 8uL
. ‘Buipiing

By} Ul §89110 Jud: 821USOH B \iesH awoH feuocifey ueboussp pue uyey
aouUSIMET ISUeQ ‘sBultieg sapisag '|lom se 'sjueus) 3soj pinod 8y pies 8
,1no 1ey) ainbl L,ued ajdoad noA aAsl|aq Lued |, "pies Japhug ,'pidms s M.

. ‘sseUMOLIBU S| JO asneoaq Buip|ing auy) 40 3oeq ey} Bulyoeal woy
sa|oIyaA Aouabiawe juaasid pue apis s,6uiping ayj uo abewep o} pesj pjnom
pue Buipying 8y o} Bupjed yonw 00} Aeme saMe) Y|EMBpIS 8y} pies JapAug
-Buipjing ay 4o juosy ut Bupied jeleled aiinbai pue Buppied

ul-peay Aeme e} pInom Yoium ‘uejd yemapis au} oy pasoddo |jg ase AL
‘Buijeswu

1ounoa Ao 0z 1Udy ey) papusye (e ‘Buiping sy} puiysq pejedo si OlUL0 BSOUM:
JOZUIM SAB( UBLIBULIBJOA pue ‘Jueus} Bulpling & ‘sBujuieg |lessny Jopeidosyo
‘JopAug WoJy sjuswiod fulieay Jaye uolisabfins ay) spewl ynueied

“apeu St UOISIDap B UBYM JapAUS 0} jesodoid e

axew o} sueld Ajo au pies ays "pies siokg elewwe] Jokepy ‘saousbe snotiea
yim abBueyd ay) Buissnosip ale sieeuibus yo8foid s, A0 ayy ‘Aepsany jo sy
‘jeellg puoseg o} v/ | Aemybiy wol pieasinog uiping Jo

yo1e.is 8y Joj 2I0LU pUe SBLUOY S)93.)S 8} 10} sAkemaniip mau ‘Buiaedal ‘sutelp
wHojs 'sy|emapls mau Joj shed juesd preog juswisAoiduy) uopeuodsuei] dYL
=uopdo

e 8q 10U PINOYS )i UsY} HIom ayy Joj juelb alels 000°eyZ$ aul saziptedos|
uado AemaAup ay) Buines) jey sisixe Alijiqissod Aue Ji ples ynueled *19ABMOH
‘Bugixe Joj pasn aq pjnom

* apis auo pue AemeALp au) Buuisiue 1o} PaSN 8q PINOM SIS BUO ‘suaddey jeul §

-uado JapAug N Aq paumo Buipiing auy Jo SpIs 1S8Mm BU} Uo RemaAup aipua ay)
Buidesy| yoleasal [im AlID au) ‘Ynuejed 3OIN 1quisw(iounoy Jo 8dIAPE 8y} UD

_ -aBueyd pinod asinog pueis) ul Buipling pJeasinog uiping

B 0] 80ULRJUS BU} JO Lied IO 8s0o 0) ueid 108foud 190ns Jofew pajsejuod v

pazipsedoal jou juesB ji kemaaup moje Auo

: , -aBueys pjno3
aa|noy puelin uj Buipjing pieAsjnog uiping e 0} dduenud

_ ay} jo ped yo asojo o} ueyd yoafoad joans Jofew pajsajuod y
$00Z ‘62 IHdV 13043 uaydajsiAe

ajeqep pieasinoq uj ejqissod asjwoidwoy

2900 pueln Jo 181§ YL




